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PATHWAY®S START

"Traaaans Pacific Air Limited. Stopping at
Honalula, Midway, Wake, Tagataya, Suzette,
Guam, Manilla. All aboard.”

The steward delivered that canned line to the load
of passengers as they walked up the gangplank
and onto the massive Boeing 314 flving boat. I
nodded as I walked by and into the aircraft.

The minute I stepped through the door, I realized
why it had cost a whopping $675 Hollywood
Dollars to get the ticket. This was my first flight
on one of these aircraft, and it was truly a rich
man's flight As we walked to our seats, I was
amazed at the roonty conpartments, which were
seperated by walls, basically converting thent into
small rooms. Better accomodations than 1'd had
in the last zeppelin 1'd travelled in.
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However even those luxury items didn't conceal
the plane's heavy defences, as we passed to
retracable machine gun mounts as we went to
our seats. Even they did not do a lot to conceal
my anxiety. Part of the reason my editor had
been convinced to foot the massive ticket charge,
was the fact that it was the first commercial
operation of the brand new Boeing 314. And
I'd never liked experimental aircraft.

The rest of the passengers did not seem to share
my anxiety, and I looked over the crowd. I was
a pilot and none of the rest seemed to be. It was
always worse for an aviator to ride, rather than

fly himself.

Settling back, I reassured nry consience with the
thought that I wouldn't want to fly the 6,000
miles plus trip across the Pacific.

As the plane's engines slowly coughed to life,
(Along with one hair-raising backfive and cloud
of smoke) I forced myself to ease back into the
seat and began collecting my thoughts about the
upcoming article I was writing.
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Chapter 1.1 Beginning.

And so began my travel across the South
Pacific. Passenger for most of it, and armed
with only a threadbare wallet, portable
typewriter, and the .38 super automatic riding in
my shoulder holster, # was a long and
(Sometimes!) dangerous trip collecting these
facts and opmions of the South Pacific region.

Route of the China Clipper: The route was
concieved in early 1935, about the time that
Pan American was bought by the Aviation
Corporation of the Americas.

It was a monumental task to say the least, with
over eight thousand miles of oceanto cover.
One possible route that was considered was one
passing along Alaska's coast, then using the
Soviet Kamchatka Peninsula as a refueling stop.
However with Russia's Civil War contmuing m
various degrees, Alaska getting more embroiled
every day, and the closeness of the Japanese
empire to the whole arena, shelved that idea.

The next idea was to make one across the mid-
south Pacific. Hawaii would be the longest
jaunt, nearly twenty four hundred miles.
Midway, Wake, Guam, Manilla then Hong
Kong. The company nearly went this route,
however at the last minute, the extra leg (Which
added around 1800 miles) to Suzette and
Tagataya was made. The decision was due
partly to influence by Khan himself. Another,
as important reason was that Tagataya was
chosen as a good location should Pan Am
expand into the rest of the South Pacific.

So it was that route that was finalized. Hawaii
gave PanAm permission to set up bases in
Honolulu and Midway, Britain lent permission
for Guam and Wake, while the French were
eager to have the Clipper stop m Tagataya.
Manilla took a little wrangeling, but was
allowed, and Hong K ong was easy, as it
wascould not really be refused.

It took them nearly two years to canvas the
route, set up bases, populate them with w orkers
and establish a scheduale and escorting fighters.
Now established however, there are two
Clippers flying per week. One flying from
Alameda on Sunday, with a second leaving on
Wednsday. In the dozen flights that have been
made since this report's submission, several
hundred passengers have flown the route, along
with thousands of letters and mmportant post.

Editor: As always we thank Dave Cowan for
his hard work. I'll admit the plane ticket was a
tough sell, however as I read the accunulated
miaterial I believe it was worth it.  In this issue
is a wealth of knowladge from the route
through the South Pacific. Some of it is un-
verified, as many of the classified articles, such
as the Ki-45 fighter, EVG actions and the like
were made through unofficial sources and the
reliability cannot be garunteed.

His Editorship, Aviator's World News.

Company Drofile: Pan American
Always.

Pan Amernican Arways was formed in'27, with
the original intention of delivering mail to Cuba.
By the end of '28 they had become a booming
company, with backmg from the wealthy New
Yorkers Vanderbilt and Rockefeller, the
addition of several assets forming the backbone
of the Aviation Corporation of the Americas
(Pan Am's parent company) and seemmgly
ensuring thewr existance.

Things seemed to look good through the first
part of 1929. They acquired contracts
throughout South America, and purchased
several small domestic airhines. Then came the
Crash, and subsequent secessions.

The Rockefellers withdrew their funding from
the company, instead putting their money into
the newly formed Imperial Ax.



Vanderbilt followed several months later,
effectively backrupting the virtually dead
company.

Undetered however, the owners scoured the
newly formed Confederation of Dixie for
backers. However by the time new funding
was found, they had been reduced to a single
weekly mail flight to Cuba from Miami

The buildup was slow. By 1934 they had failed
to even expand from Dixie, the Caribbean and
South America mto the rest of North America.
Piracy was a major problem for this fledgling
company, unable to afford protection, but
unable to do without, it led to the ever-small
profits being ate up purchasing escort fighters.

However 1n 1935, they hit a gold mme. In
Hollywood, Howard Hughe's amrcraft company
was gaining a lot of attention. First for 1t's
groundbreaking Devastator, and then several
prototypes that were tested, along with
numerous racing models, and several new cargo
arrcraft.

Of course Hughes' business competitors
disliked the attention with a white hot hatred. It
was seen ag a cog in a endless chain. His
aircraft fueled demand for his films, and his
films (Often starring his own aircraft as the
hero's choice) fueled demand for his awrplanes.

This fust led to the purchase of the bankrupt
North American Aviation, which quickly began
returning dividends. And then m 1935, Pan
American Arrways. Those two companies,
along with the recently acquired Pacific
Armament corporation, made up the renewed
"Aviation Corporation of the Americas". And it
was with these under ther belt, they began
drumming up work in opposition of Hughes.

Their first venture was a twofold victory, in the
purchase of South American Airlines, a
relatively small company that had contracts

going from the Empire State to Brazil and
Argentina. It gamed them new territory (Which
was protected by the new NAA F5and F7
fighters), and it stole it away from the Empire
State's darling company, Imperial Air, which
was an opponent to ANY Hollyw ood company,
not just Howard Hughes, thus gaining them
some prestige m Hollywood.

Thewr next venture opened up several lines going
from Dixie through French Louisiana, the ISA,
People's Collective, Texas, Arixo, Utah and up
mto the Disputed territories.  The arlme took
a firmly neutral stance amongst these potential
enemies, and 1t thus gamed a modicum of
respect from the nations, and has been pretty
much left alone by them.

Their latest venture, and the adventure [ was
embarking on was an expansion into the Pacific,
getting a jump (And rumor has it cancelling) on
Hughes plans to open a Hollyw ood-H ong Kong
line.

The company 1s now on solid ground. It's got
it's "Root" lines firmly established from Dixie,
through the Caribbean and S outh America,
while therr North American lines seem destmed
for that same footmng.

They don't lack for security. Most of their mid-
range escort provided by thewr sister company
North American Aviation's F5 and F7 fighters.
Long ranged escort work across the Pacific, and
long South American routes are provided by
purchased Curtiss- Wright P2 Warhawks and a
handful of the Mckinley Phalanx heavy fighters.

If there 18 one thing the company is outclassed
on, it 1s the lack of heavy transport. They
purchase ther heavy cargo craft from Boeing
and Martin (Boeing being a touchy subject, as
Pacifica 15 on tense terms with Hollywood.
However PanAm iz "Technically" a Dixie
company), while they only have a very small
handful of zeppelins and no marine shippmg.



Hughes still controls the vast percentage of
Hollywood's air power, his companies
Bloodhawks and Firebrands back-ordered for
the Hollywood Militias, while new designs are
almost certamly garunteed government
contracts. Several other companies provide
most of the zeppelin and marine transport.
PanAm concentrates solely on the passenger,
and fast cargo transport across the Americas. A
role m which it excellk.

I pushed away my notes I had assembled on my
lap, shoving them into my briefcase in my lap.
The steward appeared next to me.

"Would you like a drink sir?" he asked, "We
have a full wet bar, now open as we are
international airspace.”

I deliberated a moment before answering,
"Black Knight aboard?" The steward nodded,
"I'll return in a moment with your drink."

As I waited for my bourbon, I looked out the
windows at the escorts of the big Clipper. One
of the big P2 Warhawks drifted past the
viewport and I examined the re-engineered Iri-
engine fighter. The Warhawks had their
wings modified for increased fuel capacity. It
had cost them structural infegrety, and
increased their size, which invoked the image
of bloating. The wings being about twice as
thick as anormal P2 Warhawk wing. Their
range was increased to the same as that of the
Clipper. A pair of pontoons and four
hardpoints added to them. They were sortof
floating tar......what the hell?

The escort dipped it's nose upwards and smoke
poured from it's exhaust as it's pilot redlined
the engine. A split second later the Clipper's
cabin was filled with the blaring of an alarm,
and the red lights installed in every room
began flashing.  Three of the plane's turrent
gunners ran through the passageway beside
us, fowards the tail of the aircraft.

A second later the pilof's voice came over the

intercom, "Attention passengers. Please buckle
vour seatbelts. We have unidentified bogies
approaching, however we have the situation
under control, so please remain calm
Nonetheless under every passenger's seat,
there are two packages, one a life preserver
and one a parachute. We recomend you be
ready to use them in the unlikely event of a
impending crash."

"What a cheery guy," the woman alongside me
nuittered. I nodded as we both withdrew the
bags from under the seats and began squirming
into the simplified harness' The woman took a
moment to get into it, and I went to help her,
however was waved off, and she donned it in
only another few seconds.

As soon as I had donned my parachiute and life
preserver, I immediately looked out the window
to try and sight our attackers. I got a close look
as a Grumman Avenger, a popular plane in the
Pactific, zoomed by the window, his wingtip only
inches frommy face. It was pursued by the
heavier, but lethal Warhawk escort, which
unleashed four streams of heavy machine gun
rounds into the attacker. It's tail disintegrated
under the hailstorm, and it slowly began
yawing. That is until a magnesium round hit it's
fuel tank. The resulting explosion shredded the
plane, even pelting several pieces of shrapnel
into the Clipper.

I looked back out the window, and caught sight
of another pirate raider coming in hard off the
rightwing. The Clipper gave a almost
imperceptible shudder as it’s turrents opened
up in unison. Three streams of tracers arced
through the sky towards the pirate Vampire.
The heavy fighter shrugged off the impacts and
Sfour rockets swooshed from it's rails and
detonated on the Clipper's starboard wing.
There was a cloud of snoke and a fine nist of
fuel However the self-sealing tanks closed up,
and the engines sputtered only a moment before
renewing their constant drone.

Close one huh?" my seatmate said, the attifude
that



of an unblooded bystander to a deadly game. I
nodded, not bothering to reply, and caught up
in the battle. I sighted 3 more fighters in
addition to the Vampire, but no more. Either
they were destroved, or they had only attacked
with 5 aircraft.

A Warhawk, or at least what was left of one,
dropped by the window, spiralling towards the
ocean. [ couldn't track it's descent, dropping
out of sight, however with if's erratic
movement, I doubted he had bailed out.

The battle moved from my sight, and
occasionally the Clipper would shudder from
an impacting round, or from it's turrent's
firing.  Allat once the pirates came into nyy
sight again. The Vampire led the remaining
pair of fighters in headlong flight away from

the Clipper, hot on their tails were a pair each
of Bloodhawk s and Firebrands. Another
pirate Avenger spouted flame and dipped out of
sight before they went out of niy view.

With that, a calm of sorts swept across the
Clipper. A few quiet nnirmers began across
the aircraft, then the silence was broken by the
voice of the plane's pilot on the intercom.

"Attention passengers. The pirate raiders have
been sent fleeing. Let's show our praise for the
Hollywood Knight's squadron Republic's
Raiders, of Republic Pictures sponsorship."

Applause came from throughout the plane in
response, and everyvone breathed a sigh of
relief. The stewards appeared, and began
pouring afree round of drinks for the "Terrible
inconveniance" as they put it.

As for me, I'd just be glad to drop in on solid
ground for awhile.

Scenario: Sitting Duck.
Passenger aircraft have always been easy targets
for pirates, offering ransom possibilities, while
usually not bemg worth using escorts.  Well
an unlucky band decided that the inaugural
flight of the Clipper might have some gaps in
it’s defence strategy.

Game Setup: Lay out a clear sky map, long
edge north. The Clipper and it’s two Warhawk
escorts set up n the center in a V formation.
Pirate awcraft set up two on each the north and
south edges and one on the east edge.

Planes and Pilots:

PanAm.

Chpper: 8-4-4-0-5-0

P2 Warhawks both are generic 450 pomt pilots.

Prrates:

2X450XP pilots, 3X350XP pilots. Awrcraft are
anything with a range of over 600 miles, either
with multiple engines, or extended fuel tanks.

Hollywood Knights. Reinforcements consist of
four Hughes Bloodhawks. Pilots are generic
450-350 lead-wing pawrs. Begmnmng turn 12,
1D10roll is made. Onturn 13. aroll of 1 18
needed for reinforcements. Onturn 14, a roll of
2. Ontwrn 15, aroll of 3.etc.etc.

Winning the game:

The Prrate forces goals are to destroy the
Clipper's escorts and thus, force down the
Clipper before Hollywood Knight's arrive.
IF...they think they can survive a Hollywood
Knight's attack, they can destroy the mcoming
remforcements and still force down the Clipper.

PanAm's main goal 1s to get the Clipper off the
west map edge with one escort fighter still
flying, or keep both escorts m the air until
remforcements arrive. If three pirate fighters
are destroyed they will flee.

Additional Note: The P2 Warhawk have a 2G

wing rating, carry 1 pontoon a wing, and have
four extra hardpoints.



1.2 The Northeast Pacific.

The NorthEastern Pacific 13 decidedly less
deadly than the rest of the ocean. Although it
I8 still a dangerous section of sky (Any section
of sky i dangerous these days), it is somewhat
safe to travel

This 18 prunarily due to the relatively close
proximity to Hollywood and Pacifica, while
bemg sandw hiched on the other side by long-
ranging Hawaiian patrols and occasional
Japanese. All of these sides have theirr own
private squabbles, however they come together
m one regard, and that is stomping out piracy.

Notable exceptions being privateer units, and
the as of yet unproven rumours that Pacifica 1s
endorsing pracy against Hawaii (To pressure
for rights to Pearl Harbor).

However regardless of national ambitions, for
the most parts, the units patrolling these waters
work together relatively often, and as such
pirate groups are both less successful and have
less of a logistics framework to fall back on.

Regional Powers:

Hollywood is relatively strong in this area.
Although this region has little in the way of
resources, or strategic location, the presence of
Hollywood power is strong,

The primary reason is in the event of another
conflict with Pacifica. By controlled the
Eastern Pacific, they can virtually cut traffic
with South America, Asia and Hawai. Of
course thewr forces would be spread thm, both
nations militaries would be heavily taxed by
any conflict, however if Hollywood could fmd
an ally across the Pacific.  Or mid Pacific,
they could effectively seal Pacifica's western
border.

At the very least, Hollyw ood has at any one

tume, a dozen zeppelins of varying degrees of
combat capability (Including auxiliary
zeppelins), in the waters between Hawan, the
Aleutian Islands and Hollyw ood on constant
patrol.

Pacifica 15 not as well footed n the area.
Although they are attemptmng to work into the
region, they are not amongst friends. The
Japanese are cool towards them, as tensions rise
m Alaska. Hollywood has been in the area
longer, and Hawaii eyes everyone with
suspicion.

Although their resources are somewhat valued
m Hawaii and in the Orient, thewr relatively blunt
attitude towards relations have not mgratiated
themselves well For example, Pacifica cargo
zeppelins are allowed to stop in Hawaii,
however there are landing periods, which cannot
be exceeded or they risk confinscation, and
large toll fee's to use the islands to lay over,
which means the majority of Pacifica zeppelins
avoid the islands like the plague (Along with the
fact that Hawaiian air patrols rarely lend aid to a
Pacifica vessel under pirate attack).

So officially, Pacifica has little power m the
region. It is in the un-official capacity that they
are most dangerous.  That 1s the presence of
many Pacifica based pirate bands and
privateers. Pacifica realizes they don't have the
power to militarily seize the initiative, and they
have resorted to keepmg the area as unstable as
possible.

Although Pacifica denies having encited or
encouraged this, therr neighbors see otherwise.
The fact that so many bands are based out of
Pacifica and Alaska, and are not pursued by
Pacifica A Militias, with that nation taking
drastically low losses to pirates, screams
conspracy. In fact the largest single force m
the Eastern Pacific is the privateer/prate group,
The Wreckers, based out of Seattle. Formed
during the Pacifica-H ollyw ood conflict of '34,






















































































































































































































































